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Abstract 

Rabindranath was greatly influenced by Buddhist ideals. 

According to him Buddhism was one of the greatest religions 

preaching universal love. This paper is an analytical study of 

some of Rabindranath’s poems namely ‘Pujārini’, ‘Shrestha 

Bikshā’, ‘Parishodh’ and dramas namely ‘Achalāyatan’, 

Mālini’, ‘Chandālikā’ (dance drama) which are adaption of the 

stories from Avadānaśataka, a book on Buddhist fables 

composed by unknown poet. An attempt has been made to 

show how the poet’s deep respect for the teachings of 

Buddhism has been reflected in his literary works based on the 

stories narrated in Avadānaśataka. 
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The Sanskrit Buddhist 

Literature of Nepal (Cal, 1882)

The Story of Kusa

She therefore prepared 

rooms underground where under the plea of family custom, she 

placed the young couple. No light was admitted into the rooms. 

The couple enjoyed their honeymoon in the dark.
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It must 

be acknowledged that Tagore’s keeping infact the theme of the 

dark chamber in which the hero and the heroine lined and amused 

themselves without seeing each other, created two unique and 

brilliant pieces of drama in which he introduced many innovations 

and divergences from the original Mahavastu story for his own 

dramatic purpose.
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The Story of Malini
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The Jataka of Sayama
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Anathpindala obtained permission from the king to solicit 

alms for the Lord, for the benefit of the whole population of the 

city. Oh an elephant rode the patriarch receiving metallic vessels, 

bracelets and other ornaments as alms for his neighbours. A poor 

woman, who has an only cloth, threw it over the elephant from 

behind a hedge. The beggar knew instantly what the matter was, 

and bestowed on her rich presents. She went to the Lord and 

received the knowledge of truth from him.
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Ed. by Mitra Rajendralal - The Sanskrit Buddhist literature of 

Nepal, Calcutta-1882 - ‘The Story of 

Kusa’, p. 142   

Ed. by Mitra Rajendralal -  p. 223

Ed. by Mitra Rajendralal -  p. 33 




