
ICSSR Sponsored Workshop on Manuscriptology and Textual Criticism 

held at MDKG College 
 

Dibrugarh, 8th February, A 7 days long ICSSR sponsored workshop on 

Manuscriptology and Textual Criticism was held at MDKG College, Dibrugarh from 1st-7th 

February, 2021. The workshop was jointly organized by the Departments of Sanskrit, 

Assamese & History in association with the District Library, Dibrugarh. Dr Nibedita Phukan, 

the Principal of the college explained the objective of the event while welcoming the 

gathering in the inaugural function which was graced among others by Ms D Das, librarian, 

Dibrugarh District Library.  Dr Sristidhar Dutta, eminent educationist & former Dean of 

Social Sciences, Rajib Gandhi University formally inaugurated the event with a splendid 

speech and hailed the organizers for holding such a workshop. Prof. Dutta, who has himself 

done a lot of work on Manuscriptology, also mentioned that the workshop will bring 

awareness amongst the participants to study the manuscripts which are yet to be collected and 

textually edited. Dr. B. K. Barua, Prof. Emeritus of Dibrugarh University and a distinguished 

scholar & linguist, in his keynote speech, addressed various aspects of Manuscriptology and 

text editing.  

 

Dr. Ratna Basu, Professor of Calcutta University (Rtd.) an eminent expert on 

Manuscriptology of both National and International fame, Prof. B. K. Barua, Prof. D. D. 

Nath, Vice Chancellor, Majuli Cultural University, Dr. Utpal Das, Librarian i/c, L. N. B. 

Central Library, D. U. and Dhanjit Talukdar, Archival Assistant, K. K. HANDIQUE 

LIBRARY, G. U. took part in various sessions of the Workshop as Resource Persons. Topics 

covered in the Workshop were - Origin and Antiquity of Indian Writing, Scope and Necessity 

of Textual Criticism & Manuscriptology, Familiarizing with different Ancient Scripts of 

Indian Manuscripts, Methodology of Transcription, Scientific Study of Manuscriptology, 

Biological Deterioration of Wood Origin Manuscript Heritage, Scientific Conservation & 

Preservation of Sanchipat, Identification of Manuscripts, Introducing Old Manuscripts of 

Assam etc. About thirty  Participants who came from different educational institutes from 

Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Dhemaji & Moran were imparted training on reading Sanskrit, 

Assamese & Tai Manuscripts. Sahitya Akademi awardee &   former Dean of Humanities, DU 

Prof N. K Handique graced the Valedictory function as distinguished guest. Certificates were 

distributed to the participants in the function. 
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