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A ; Dr. Anita Sarma

~ The Paficatantra (Five treatises) is the collection of ancient Indnan ‘Fables'
ey written in Sanskrit verse and prose, arranged within to frame a story,! Literally,
e Paficatantra can be explained as interweaving of five skeins of traditions and
estingsinto a text. The book provides for stories conveying each-a lessonwherethe
sgeaker is mostly an animal. These legends mostly carried through oral traditions via -
emedium of animals etc are known originally as 'dantakatha or fables in English. It
 ishelieved that though the surviving book of the Paficatantra is dated to about 200
B8CE, but the fables are much more ancient and are based on older oral traditions of
finduism, Patrick Olivelle in the introductory paragraph of his translation of the book
floies Edgerton (1924) that the Paficatantra is ‘certainly the most frequently translated
feary product of India', The Paficatantra stories are also very much POP“}“M?“
Yoldin different religions and cultures. There is an interesting fact associated with
. 'mf"rnaﬁonalisation of the Paiicatantra. As the earliest translation's ?f the Pgﬂca{m
- Pehlavi ang Arabic and it was Borzury, the personal physician of “Sh“mi ’
ﬂsi?n emperor, who came to India in the 6th century 1°°kin§ for m herb.
i mys:;ﬁi:’b that could givc;: life to the dead. Hovzt‘;‘l\l’ef;}:‘:‘s::kn; gre mm
B oduced to the Paficatantra and after reading

- 3
'%al herb wag knowledge and the corpse was ignorance.

Lainated in India and iS
ba e Paticatantyq i the oldest collection of fablC:? oniﬁ::iinﬁh“mm“ .
Dhere y;r *aed as archaic but it is considered as the most impo e offers much more
tha‘“on? ChTIdren's literature in India. However, the Pal;lcata" el mw
“ing a guiding classic in the realm of chxldrén s

M A 4

literature. Imm




“, u&mﬁ;its message of wisdom and hOWled@
hm‘g}m of societal progression by working ag an ir
oo the conduct of human behaviour, Noted Ind

for | ‘. k Olivelle in his work the Paficatantra: The

ot sqates that the classic is a treatise of 'Niti' roughly translaeq ,,
uu ‘a. A narrated through allegorical stories of animals*, The Pagn.
o a text book of niti. There is no precise equivalent of the t fite
e SNt that one has considereq o
" French, Latin or Greek.® Niti presupposes ial one has considered, St |
o of living as a saint .It can be practised only by a social being an . "R
1 :n admirable attempt to answer the inconsistent question how to win the
joy from life in the world of men.® Thus the Paficatantra as a literatyre ofNal
prescribes for all the qualifications required for building a social life f°\lnded°§3é’*}
society norms and 2 political community having a niche with rational and -
principles. The treasure of the Paficatantra was so written by Pandit Vishny Sh. :
that it was alternatively taken as 'Saiijivant, the miracle medicine to be found inlnda
It can be certainly categorised as one of the greatest books of all times as it contans
such thoughtful insights on which human mind of different ages can workdiﬁ‘ml

only to gain understanding, wisdom and academic pleasure of different frequencyad
level. :

ologi

, As 2 rapid reading to an incurious or non-critical reader, the Paﬁcatanttaﬂlﬁ
offer many life lessons fike the ill -consequences of keeping a fool as friend; why &
l,mr - Mmes strength, hard sides of believing on strangers, consequencss’
— ngwxsdo m over physical qualities, using both fair and foul means to‘sa““,'
3 | mmmﬁmssm advice, using intelligence to solve proble.mS a:lmP"m
Bhong friend, punisl;ze in stran.gers, avoid bad mediator to avoid n.uS“:;e il
life, use of fa; & @ cunning friend, using intelligence 10 enrich g
ossible situation conducive, importance ® oot

th 10 tyry ;
loyalty, quati imp :
» QUalitjes ‘ : 3 i
ack 10 be friends, importance of peace of mind, doing mt:y“fl

= lead 2 W::al go.d and s on and so forth, These lessons are ¥¢ 0 0
— li"ing'-mmm.mo\gt‘g-mﬁed life. In fact these can be treated 8s b c: g
~ to build up thej; stro "8 curves that can shape the life and prepare the
 crtical and comprgs e *OPAlty based an ethical and rations! 077
- human behavioy ¢ lve Study of the Paficatantra tales would ° i
- 8 the chargeters of animal world. AS each P*

\ | M




e tory contains many em
;ng for a reader to go through a
s dividedinto five volumes:
{sbha (Gaining Friends):This category of

ﬂads and prescribes the ways and methods to earn frien

a- Bheda (Losing Friends):It has a collection
friends. This category of stories are also

M
| *OSing S .
'ghurobheda’ i.e.causing discord amongst friends and

; the OpposiﬁOn.
. Kakolikiyarn (War and Peace): These fables narrated through
 nd owls, talk about war and peace i.e.Vigraha and Sandhi

Labdhapranasarh (Loss of Gains):This category of stdriesjg,_
apprehensions and warnings against losing whatever is gained dus
sightedness and ignorance.

5. Apariksitakarakarh (Acting without thinking): This category of fables
hasty actions or taking actions without thinking much and consic
consequences. These stories prescribe for considered actions and :
rush deals. |

What is fascinating about the above categorisation of the Paica
though it apparently deals with 'human’ and 'animals' as its preliminary ¢ .,
%re of each story a message for public life, is inherently carried. The divisi B
ﬂ“"“gh the five tantras, offer narrations on different aspects of Pel'ﬁ""‘“h‘d

Yonsequently contributing to the art of administration and m :
As an original contribution covering all the facets of individual
» the masterpiece can be treated as the oldest book of statec.raﬁ :
, Pl‘eceded by Aristotle's verses on Statecraft that were contributed
“OUgh the contents and narration of the Paficatantra are ™
Preted in the backdrop of ancient India's ethical tritdiﬁ()-l’»l wdm
o are equally relevant , productive and applicable yin.th_e"
*levels of societal and political process . : .
f‘h before the western world offers on stat?“‘ﬁ |
f War (1521) and The Prince (1532); Ther e

¥ SRS



SR

ts 88 AT ae's own conduct in a fair ang
expect® mh:f:u?mpwﬁﬂﬂ both private and bl
raits i their ively in the sphere of individual anq gome
her contiDU PO politica criticism being a branch of e
¢h to mention here o-political 1SSuCs with respect to perceived."

ci
on ;’Oin general. The Paricatantra can also be ¢
e

: fiwﬁﬁcal criticism as the main obj e.ctive of the .book is to bm
L treating the injustices of SOC.lCtY by shaping the condyct
M ordt';r{ wever, in doing so, the teachings of the Paricatantrqg distines
;a:::;ﬁ:n and ;)roximity of human beha\.'io?r, the role and signif
moral and rational human conduct in establishing and maintaining ava
pragmatic socio-political environment with the art of statecraft and 2oV

It is important to note here that social and political criticisms are
interwoven as both the disciplines represent two different but important
life. Moreover, socio-political criticism very much contributes in shaping,
and continuing the art of Statecraft. The Paricatantra thus can be said asatext
both socio-political criticism through the form of literature mainly aimingfe
certain canons and policies of statecraft. The classic Paficatantra can "
said as the literature of political consciousness.

5

w of soci

' Elaborating the concept of Statecraft: The dictionary meanin
st:ettfcraﬁ' is the art of conducting state affairs. The online Cambridgs

| (dwuoxzm-y cambridge.org) defines 'Statecraft' as the skill of governingaco .
ﬁapuslé; s.artlcle ,'An Ixftroduction to the Strategy of Statecraft' states "the .
In a sense which is stronger than that of 'diplomacy’ as used, m

7 . % ' o
: In its present meaning it includes the constructlo_an




° ojitical elites' in various research wntings \mt,ln
" nbosi ically the ways and strategies of condy
f‘° ductive and fulfilling to the needs of the cit{

e than the 'dxplomatlc practices adopted by a natx )

il O mdnect link w1th the grievances and aspirations of hu
#ml entity. 'Statecraft is the use of many instruments of natig

of defending our life and national power lubricating in nau ‘

gomatically for the cause of peace of the world.™

Consequently, the concept claims for a better standard of the ra'nonal,
ndmoral capabilities of those who govern and who are being governed. V'
saecraft would thus only sustain and succeed if all the egalitarian and fair pr
{ fiejustice, equality, fairness, liberty, accessibility, rational decision making
ti,2re pre-dominantly present in a society. Here comes the relevance of theP
Batreatise on statecraft grounded on socio-political criticism as it offers ev
m"g from shaping human conduct to participating in the affairs of comm
| heooming the stake holders of the policy making process.

SO it can be fairly said that the book Pancatantra specifically offers a
! Tolktals Immersed in the expertise of political science TTo quote GLChe S
; ancatantra is essentially connected with one of the branches of sc:g' .
¢ diang g the 'Nitigastra' which in Sanskrit means ‘A book of £
= Mﬂu ta t choose (ﬁ“ﬁm
% %y tte‘“PtS to teach us, how to understand people, 0 ,

mds how to meet difficulties and solve problems through tac

E . ’tohve in he face of hypocrisys deceit
Mﬁe All peace and harmony in the ¢ ot

these Principles constitutes the background © rocess. £ A
Way and nature of political decision making faken
interest of the majority or a political daclis

the ¢
uld have strong and rational grounds fwm:m
® People and community, This has been latﬂ'of:
R i6m Century political treatise as an ingies vio

e focuses on pragmatic and effective o




- IR

o organise: presery  dealing with theart of statecraft and gover

‘ With the affairs of public life, | identifyir

tive action and also elaborately deals y
¢

¢ and use supreme political power, The p

western lassic. Interestingly, the former hag
er but beforehand sought to establigh
4 on strong, rational and pragmatic grounds s |
yone gets protected and reflected. From ¢ 3/ 4

paicatantra somehow resembles Locke's idea of a balanced socia] | \
ca - i

into a political life and power relations. | :
~ An examination of the. available literatures ,m the oriental back,
with statecraft and governance, Chanakya's 'Arti.zasz'istra’ of 3rd century B
prominent work. But like the Machiavelli's 'Prince', Kautilya's work alg
use of extreme power for political interest. Since their time, both k
Machiavelli are identified with the exercise of cold political power in i
ruthlessness.” A close observations of Kautilya and Machiavelli's narrationsyi
that both the writers belonging to the school of realism'* were basically concemsisé
the problems of statecraft, concept of power and operations of various lewi

regime and for this they focused on their respective historical contextando ' ,
I"ancc'ztantra, on the other hand emphasised on developing and grooming afl
‘:::“‘gem yel a balanced and respectful and healthy individual and social b
Delore entering the socio-political milieu and dealing with political decision
process,
andi inn‘: ‘ma‘y m'aste.rplece of the Paricatantra is 'shrewdly gleaning worldly
imagiat oft;:r;l:g ;n delightful stories was intended to entertain. It

0 _
of the Paj Ple, both the rulers and the ruled alike. The prologue and

Catantrq definit ;
el ' e, |
statecraft and BOvernance o Y sustains the argument that it 18 essentlalY e

Brahmin, calleq Pandit v the King entrusts his three 'dud' sons 0 a‘leam. o
narrated by G, Chandir:‘:;léarma, to enlighten their minds within SiX mr(; f
philosophy, psychology, ..
together in a Simplegz;r:lo;l;t ’ muSiC’ astr onomy, human relationship et
personality would Certain]y Clegant way.” These requisites of a 1

help in ma: :
P in making strong political personallltl

ics
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__.rtise inthe art of statecraft and gavetﬁ&mg
qi ge}\(gsnuéama who perhaps were eagerly Wﬁitmg 4L
in Eolitics. s
' cachings f Paficatanira are highlighted through jts five basic
».;r‘,..The o verse lays down a foundation of politica] conscidum&s :
- Pa.rt. ;1 engaged with the discourse of political analysis, The five basin nete
| ﬂdﬂz::i »s Mitrabheda, Mitralabha, Apariksitakarakam, Labdharan

" cacher
duds'

1dS

ikiyam makes us to wonder how .the concepts of diplomacy, alliance
on of national interest and retention of national power, ideas of war and mes
F&\f; developed and discussed as important ideas associated with the ms ik
emancein 200 BCE India . These preliminary ideas of the Pajicatantrg can be re
e founding pillars of political consciousness. Political thought and theories
e developed in different political discourses across the world and in diffe
avlisations owe to a great extent to the original masterpiece of the Paficatantra, Tt
iasenshrined in the great literaray- academic work are equally applicable inthe
of mernational relations, international law, comparative political analysis and
domains of political understanding in the present times. |

The first guiding principle of the Paficatantra, i.e., Estrangement Between Friends
Mivzbheda) narrated through 34 fables and figured in a dialogue between two jackals
tned Karataka and Damanaka makes an attempt to highlight the reasons that cause o
“onfict among friends and results in their estrangement. The first tanira staris as "{l e
% friendship had developed in the Jungle, between the lion and the bullock, but it
Y45 destroye by an avaricious jackal." These fables describing the different facets of

“nflict can pe treated as guiding principles to avert and manage the possible conflicts

Qong friends : ; oty based on mutual and
1 enial society ba
| 3 N personal life to create a cong these stoﬁesm‘b‘

OUs telationship, In the public front, the message carried in

o apply ¢ +ccraft like that of building, mAnagHe
., °PP1y to the art of governance and state vt ‘

iy, . S2healthy and mutually respectful relationship ¢ and role of
- i-mediatorcslple Warns people and decision makers about the pres:::";ism or expioit
o 3 . . v . H c ' 1‘ e
adgy. - Dtermediaries or a avaricious neighbour WO agecmalwmtwl” -

‘ps.or alliances for personal or vested interest. The mess d can buhbelmd i
b Of diplomatic practices in international relations “:M day sovereign

'€asons for respecting the unity and integrit)’tlg:; li gt e&ﬂl% Cod
0 kes > 1ot encroaching in internal matters. It also thi€
£ P fnendship or alliances . e




o1y ¢ i or»winning of Friends, starts i,

“‘::-.‘:ed in Niigastra, Even when they are gy -

A 5 %
7 3

-: W deusl like the Crow, the Mouse, the Turtle ang the St

coessvery O friends Of gaining friendsl.aip is narrated through 1
p e O sy the importanc of Trust an
ol on the Princ ll: of the enemy and how even the physically Weak o,
inm"‘ﬁ““ m.at:;ir aggregate capacity to win the final battle, This mg
- pov ﬂ;:‘:;’ ;;‘y the power of alliance or union that can be very °ff1v
o claborated sion and attack of the enemy. It also lays down the find.
. plevenf the “;?:shme united we stand; divided we fall' that is one of the basi
of national integration, national power 'fmd national se;urity. More elaborafi
second principle of the Paﬁcata.ntr a will encompa?s. .lvergent facets anq i
governance and statecraft involving the conce.pts of leld? E.md rule policy' agy,
and disadvantages of the principle of 'separation of power', importance of intel
dhrewdness and ability to make prompt and good decisions in CMETZEncy or aooly
those in diplomatic practices and so on and so forth.

The third category of the stories is known as Kakolukiyarh or Art of War.
Peace .These fables narrated through Crows and Owls talk about War and P
Vigraha and Sandhi. Narrated through 18 fables, it starts as "Never trust a man, Wi
has always been your enemy and suddenly turns friendly towards you, this waslh
mistake the owls made". These fables in the third category illustrate the differentme@:
and methods of warfare and diplomatic practices and reach the conclusion of takme

 ftimely and pragmatic strategies to defeat the opponents. The narrations of the M
Tantra addresses the basic concept of international relations 'war and peace', The questo
of‘war and peace ' is a broad one and, as one might expect for a topic thathas engeg?
;czlolars from many disciplines since the times of Sun Tzu and Thuc}:’di.d"s'ls Lik:ks;

1300 BC who asserted that 'the best way to conquer the enemy iS 0 e

strategy' and Thueydides in his book 'The History of Peloponnesian War' in 413&

who ¢ i S B W
mphasised the academic Importance of a systematic and scientific study f

fr. istori : ith d
an(:imtei:;:mmal Perspective, Visnusarma in his volume also deals With d‘ﬁemn
A48 of warfare through 'Kakolukiyam',

The detai . 7 1€
ls o being €Ngaging in a war with meagre assets and preP




¢ elt:Of Bllies or InTIgUV SEEIT The g

o warD against believing a person witha

o the present day context of political dl Ours
e immediate and the most important spm

| 1o mitigate war and establish peace in all the gp
. Jjarly in the realm of international relations, a

am”d hugely ascertain the glorious and predominant academic
4asociety and statecraft of ancient India. i

The fo}mh category of the tales is termed as Labdhapragaféajm_i;g;
- gribe Forfeit of Profits. These stories are narration of apprehensions
against losing whatever is gained due to one's short sightedness and i
artoo much curiosity. The beginning of the fourth Tantra states "4 man'
lose his head, in the face of calamities, shall overcome them, just like the
midst of the Sea”. This category of Tantra contains the narration of a total
fibles, These fables explain the reasons of forfeiting the gains that is alr
WOI}C due to the ill traits of one's nature or due to succumbing {0 peer pi
Z‘;ﬂmng intent in the disguise of soothing words or friendly face. The fourth
8 P aficatantra, though mainly exhibits moral teachings aiming at indiv

| perfeot10!1 of human behaviour, an investigation of these fables in the M
;:i::l::ues helps in identifying the important intellectual "“dm e
i public domain, understanding their valuf: and worth m » |
%%ds for retaining the 'valuables' without falling prey to ane's UGS of

Motation can also be applied to the possessions of

), ¢ & ‘
of nationa) power, preservingand securing the;;?;;éfm These ¢

fableg a?f Status quo or balancing power equations in
- 80 help in identifying the reasons for which one ¢an 1=

:;Ssessmn due to own follies. L
.°.11w: fifth Tantra of the book Apmﬂitakm‘km b i
~ OUtdue consideration' is another Wwemﬂ o




ourth CHEETR " where warnings and cautions are given to
-'g’;~|‘||um‘ ‘m.pmessof decision making. -
 This category of fables direct one t0 ponfier, re-think and hene
sational choice by evaluating the advantages and disadvantages of a conseqy
 Thus, the fifth Tantra can be considered as a basis for rational decision making
smore than only illustrating as a requisite of rational human belfaviour. Decision
is an important element of statecraft deeply associated with the aspect
administration, governance and public policy. Good decisions can positively
in public policy making, fulfilling the aspirations of the people and bringing
fruits of development and thereby contributing in the overall success of the regime ang
bad decision can do the reverse in the lives of the people and society. The ancient bo
the Paficatantra, by providing important supplements on 'decision making puu
successfully adapts to this field of community life through treating the basics of the
issue of public policy making. in

The Paficatantra tales provide everything needed to lead a humble, d!gﬂ
and balanced human life. These elements of human conduct essentially contribute in
making a qualified and efficient citizenry which is undoubtedly the main element of&
powerful statecraft, The stories presented through fables are so open ended that they
can be c!aboratcd and applied to every aspect and phase of individual and community
- mﬁ from developing a wise human conduct based on moral-ethical ground® =
_ ﬂdmng a pra'gl.natic and rational behaviour while taking decision in the context o
, public life as citizens or rylers, Besides, this value laden yet pragmatic literature canbe

, mﬁ;’;ﬁm analyse the fundamentals of socio-political life that even““,n’;_
, Plof statecraft, In fact, it is such a rich literary asset possess®

:cxo- Mpoli ;:gllﬂh :nd gifted to the world fraternity that has equally enriched the dom@?
sy cal lite of and strengthened the arena of international politics. Its con




ate all the do's and dofils hat
P and pubhc life being a SOOlal an' pd i

iferation of knowledge ‘acr(jss
dmg that it is considered
ture of 'Arthasastra’. If treated as
gifferent concepts or guiding Pl'mclples in all i
i s & " drles of modern day statecraft and theory buildis

th*«‘ ;”‘:v fnternal palancing, alliances and asymmetric apprc >
i aaren ¢ the inventions of modern European strategic °§
> yaand Visnu sarma."” The Paficatantra thus

eraof Kautll ;
itical understanding and treatment that a civili

fouowmvanous levels of its operation and activity. It aims to unde
o quiding principles of governance, attitudes to be adopted by aruler

mtm and means of public conduct and so on and so forth. The

t 11t6fa

credentials of a great text.

End Notes
1,

2,

Panchatantra; Indian Literature, Encyclopaedia Britanica retrieved on 3135

Discources on ¥

Patflck Olivelle in the Introductory Paragraph of 'Five |
Press &1 o

by Vishny Sharman, Published by New York University

h
:tps Ihwww, livestoryindia. com/story/l1vmg-culture/Panohatanﬂ'ﬁ‘th'
“lassic retrieved on 1/4/2022.

Ol velle, opeit

Arth '
8 Tb; L Ryder, p anchatantra, New Delhi : Jmco,1949,.
Moy fton k.

AMby; aplan, 4n Introduction to the Stratagy Qf

ri
idge Umversxty Press on 18th July 201_1




1 2011, Preface p.v
a, John B Alphonso, Facets of Panchatantra, Indian literaty

Vo!.ls No.2, Publlshed by Sahitya Academy, p.73 retrieved from hitr

table /23329777 on 22 /01/20222
Realism definition by britanicca.com rerieved on 22/01/2022

: Kmakala, opcit, p.74

 opeit, Chandiramani GLL, preface page:

Ibid

Theories of War and Peace, Political Science 522 bylJ ack S. Levy, Co

Fall 2018, p.1

, ﬁm;tam Pradeep Kumar, Kautilya's Arthsashtra and the Panchatantra:
Valuation, p. 69, World Affairs : The Journal of International ISSW&

(Summer -June) from htt
: ps://www.ist ,
o0 Jstor.org/stable /10, 2307/4850543&




